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The Pentagon!s push for polygrapns

CongreSS may allow more tests, critics ground security checks and random counterintélligence'

polygraph exams. o o
say carccrs may be Wrongly damaged “"We believe that the polygraph is a valid investigative
tool in connection with our overall personnel security
By Warren Richey iprogram,” says retired Gen. Richard G. Stilwell, former
Stalf writer of The Christian Sclence Monitor deputy undersecretary for defense policy. General Stil-

" Washington Well, who has been the Pentagon's most vocal advocate
The mood in Congress may be shifting in the Pentagon’s fa- for wider use of polygraphs, was recently appointed to
vor on the controversial polygraph issue, in part because of a head a Pentagon commission to evaluate Defense De-
growing concern about Soviet spies infiltrating the US military. partment security procedures with special attention to
The Pentagon has long pushed for wider authority to adminis- the Walker case. . . v
ter lie-detector tests to employees as a means of supplementing Under a congressionally -approved pilot program, the
background security checks. They would be aimed at helping to Pentagon currently has authority to carry out 3,500
expose Soviet and other “moles’’ in the government. : counterintelligence screenings. The screenings are con-
In the past, Congress has been reluctant to grant the Penta- fined to only thase Defense employees and contractors
gon such broad authority. This is partly out of concern that the *with access to the c#ntry’s most sensitive secrets.
careers and constitutional rights of loyal government employees The results of the screenings were to be presentgd_ m
may be jeopardized by a machine that has not been scientifically .December in a report to Congress prior to a final decision
proved to be 100 percent accurate. (Polygraph results are inad- on whether to permit wider use of the polygraph. But the
missible as evidence in US federal courts.) ' sense of urgency created by the Walker case may cause
Defense officials say polygraphs have a 75 to 90 percent accu- 'Congress to take up the issue sooner. ,
racy rate. Some critics stress, however, that even with 2 90 In response to the case, Navy Secretary John F. Leh-
percent accuracy rate, 1 out.of every 10 people who take the test man last week announced a proposed plan that would
runs the risk of being wrongly identified as a security threat. ’eventually require everyone in the Navy holr:i‘mg a secu-
If the polygraphs were administered to about 450,000 Navy. rity clearance — even relatively low-level classified
personnel, as Secretary Lehman proposes, roughly 45,000 peo- clearances — to submit to random polygraph tests.
ple could come under suspicion —falsely. <77 At present there are 900,000 Navy personnel with se-
Nevertheless, reluctance may be shifting to acquiescence in curity clearances of some kind. Under the Lehman pro-
Congress in the wake of potential damage done to United States posal, that number would be reduced by half, meaning
nationdl security by the alleged spy ring headed by John A. that some 450,000 Navy personnel would ultimately face
Walker Jr., say observers in Congress. random polygraph tests. :

Qn Friday, Sen, Phil Gramm (R) of Texas introduced a hill The C ________g______&__l_-———-@m—ﬁentral Intelligence Agency and the National Se-
with a provision that would grant authority to the Pentagon to curity Agenc uire extensive polygraph exams as 2
conduct random counterintelligence polygraph screening for vir- c_g_xl_ﬁtion of employment. Intellizence officials have gb-
tually everyone with a Defense Department security clearance. served that while the producers of intelligence informa-
Currently some 4.3 million people hold such clearances. tion at the CIA and NSA must take polygraphs, the con-

But congressional critics of the Pentagon’s polygraph plans sumers or analyzers of that ‘nformation in the Defense
are concerned that defense officials may use the current wave of Department, traditionally have not had to. The Pentagon

public indignation over the Walker spy case to gain a freer hand would like to eliminate the discrepancy, establishing a

to administer polygraph tests. more uniform system of security checks for all govern-

“They [Pentagon officials] have the ability to get a ment workers with access to sensitive information.
major polygraph screening program installed for the first Rep. Jack Brooks (D) of Texas, chairman of the
time,” says a congressional aide. ““This is a major blow House Government Operations Committee, sees the Pen-
to our efforts.” : tagon's efforts as a dangerous precedent.

In the past some members of Congress have viewed “The Department of Defense’s push for increased
such tests as “fishing expeditions™ aimed more at plug: polygraph use is a quick fix, and it will in all likelihood
ging leaks to the news media than at catching Soviet backfire,” he says. ‘‘The fact is that polygraph screening
spies. / ' has no scientific basis.”

Now with the vivid disclosure in the Walker case that - -

a former Navy communications specialist was appar- CONTINTTIT

ently able for 20 years to assemble a network of family
and friends to help him spy and that naval counterintelli-
gence was unable to detect it, a new case is being made
for the importance of polygraphs as an adjunct to more
traditional counterintelligence methods.

Some observers say they believe that Walker would
have been either deterred or detected much sooner had
the Navy maintained a more rigorous system of back-
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Pentagon officials have stréssed that action against an
individual wouldn’t be taken solely ohthe basis of the re-
sults of a polygraph exam. They add that exam results
would not be included in personnel files.

But others suggest ‘that once suspicion is aroused
about an individual working in a highly sensitive area, it
can have a profoundly adverse impact on a career.

Several members of Congress are concerned that the
Defense Department may become too reliant and trust-
ing of polygraphs, rather than using them to supplement
personal interviews and extensive background checks.

Critics of the Pentagon’s position, say that all major
studies of polygraph accuracy are based on exams given
in the course of specific criminal investigations. They
note that there is no reliable measure of the accuracy of
polygraphs in conducting counterintelligence screenings..
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